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Crimea with orders to take Sebastopol. The brilliant vic-
tory of the Alma (20 September) seemed to promise speedy
success, but Balaclava (25 October) and Inkermann (5
November) proved such stubborn contests that the hope was
dispelled, and Sebastopol, fortified by General Todleben,
resisted all attacks. Moreover, on 14 November, a great
storm dealt destruction to the English transports outside
the harbour of Balaclava. The loss of stores inflicted
terrible sufferings upon the troops during the severe Crimean
winter of 1854-1855. Disease followed in the wake of
scarcity. The administration completely collapsed; the
commissariat broke down; the wretched hospitals were
overcrowded, and cholera did its deadly work upon half-
starved soldiers. With the turn of the year things began to
improve. Miss Florence Nightingale and her devoted band
of ladies reorganized the hospitals; in January 1855,
18,000 Sardinian troops joined the allies under the command
of La Marmora; in England Lord Palmerston succeeded
Lord Aberdeen as Prime Minister and infused fresh vigour
into the military administration, and in March the bellicose
Czar Nicholas succumbed to the rigours of the winter, and
was succeeded by his son Alexander II. In May Marshal
Pellissier succeeded Canrobert hi the command of the French
troops, and on the 28th of the following month Lord Raglan,
who had stuck manfully to his post, died from cholera. An
assault upon Sebastopol had been repulsed with great loss on
18 June, but was repeated at the beginning of September.
The capture of the Malakoff by the French troops rendered
the great fortress untenable, and on the loth it was evacu-
ated. The triumph of French arms satisfied Napoleon who
now became anxious for peace. The capture of Kars by
Russia (28 November 1855) inclined the Czar in a similar
TREATY OF direction. Austria exerted herself to arrange
PARIS, 1856 terjns acceptable to all parties, and on 30
March 1856 the Peace of Paris was signed.
The Sultan was required to confirm the privileges of his Christian
subjects, but the Powers, including Russia, explicitly repudiated any
light of interference, individual or collective, between the Sultan anil